


 
CC’s Response to the Earthquake, Continued from page 1 

 

The United States, at the time of the earthquake, dispatched some $100,000 

in immediate relief funding, a search-and rescue team, and some military 

equipment to help. However, as the estimated costs of rebuilding spiral into 

the hundreds of millions, the warmth and kindness of private citizens to-

wards Japan has been truly amazing. The American Red Cross continues to 

fundraise after the immediate donation of $10 million to aid the 430,000 

displaced people currently living in high school gyms across the country.  

 

 Similarly, at CC the response of the entire campus has been over-

whelmingly supportive. On the day of the quake itself, Japanese instructor 

Masako Ito spearheaded efforts to ascertain if all the Japanese student’s 

families were safe, and has continued to seek ways to help her home coun-

try. Paul Maruyama and Yuka Saito, the Japanese Cultural Programs Coordinator, have both worked tirelessly to spread 

awareness in the community of the disaster, as well as organizing various fundraisers and events to help Japan. Yukiko 

Iwasaki (’13), has also begun holding meetings to discuss and plan events to continue helping Japan. Sarah Withee has 

also been instrumental in spreading information about the fundraiser in Denver on May 1st. Indeed, the support, persever-

ance, and creativity of the Colorado College community has been impressive and inspiring 

 

 Japan, however, is still in dire need, and it is only through continued support 

that we can truly help the nation to rebuild. There is still much to be done, and there are 

a great many ways you can get involved even right here on campus! So please consider 

volunteering or donating to any of these following organizations:  

 

      To Volunteer:  

 

To Donate: 
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Japan-America Society of Southern Colorado: 

www.japanamerica.org 

All money donated goes directly to the Japanese Red 
Cross society, and subsequently immediately to those 
who need it the most.  

 

Denver For Japan Fundraiser 

www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=209562662402482 

On Sunday, May 1– 4:00-7:00 

Held at The Other Side Arts gallery in Denver, the event 
highlights both modern and traditional Japanese culture 

Free admission and drinks 

 

Helping Japan from CC 

www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=204081259621740 

Meetings on campus at unspecified times 

 

 

Children’s Day (Kodomo no Hi) 

Saturday, May 7, Palmer Hall 

Come do traditional Japanese Crafts and  

Support Japan! 
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Chinese Skill Competition at CSU by Shupeng Li  
 On Mar 5th, 2011, a Chinese Skill Competition was held at Colorado State University 
located in Fort Collins. Three universities, Colorado State University, University of Colorado at 
Boulder, and Denver University take turns to hold this annual competition in order to make 
more people aware of Chinese Language and Culture. 

 The competition consists of three parts. The first part is to make up stories from a set 
of given Chinese words, participants must form groups of five and all members must be fresh-
men. Each of the group members can only say few sentences containing only one of the given 
words. The second part is to perform a short drama using Chinese. The size of the group is not 
limited yet only sophomores can take part in this section. The third part of the competition is 
lectures given by juniors only, there is a time restriction and each competitor must prepare a 
topic that he or she is going to lecture on. Of course, all competitors must speak Chinese. 

 Our team members included Will Strachan, Michael Frqland, Nicole White, Max Per-
ryman, Logan Dahl, and Tara Mulin. The instructors were Fanny Zhang, Fuyun Wu, and 
Xueyu He. They all did a wonderful job even though it was their first time competing in Chi-
nese. 

Salt Hoarding in China 
By Shupeng Li 

 Right after the damage of the nuclear power plant 
happened in Japan on March 11th, being worried about a leak 
of radioactive elements because of the melt down of fuel 
rods, people in countries near Japan became very sensitive 
and overreacted somewhat. 

 In China, experts were trying to explain the structure 
of the Fukushima Daiichi reactors, what might the radioactive 
elements be, and how to protect the body from light exposure 

to radioactive materials. On March 15th, they claimed that iodine pills, to some extent, can keep people 
away from the danger of exposure to small amount of radioactive matters, but they are only effective by 
taking the pills half an hour before exposure. 

 This claim was soon spread out on major forums online in China. However, the claim some-
how was changed to rumors like iodine can help people stay healthy at any time, sea salt contains iodine 
and people should eat more, etc. As a result, more and more rumors appeared online and more and 
more people were “convinced” by these rumors. Thus, a day or two later, many people rushed into su-
permarkets, department shops, and grocery stores to buy salt. In the northeast part of China, which is 
closer to Japan, it became very hard to buy a single pack of salt because people were hoarding salt trying 
to “get rid of danger”. One example is a person from Wuhan, who bought 130,000 jin salt, which is 
65,000 kilograms or 6.5 ton of salt within a day! 

 A few days later on March 18th, the hoarding of salt concerned the Chinese government. Ex-
perts started to explain to people again that there was no reason that they should be worried about be-
ing exposed to radioactive material, nor buying sea salt could prevent damage from exposure. It took 
quite a while before the salt market returned to normal. Fortunately the salt storage in China is still quite 
sufficient and the price of salt is controlled, thus the shortage in the market did not result in significant 
increases in price and thus did not quite affect the life of ordinary people. 
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Chinese Calligraphy Show on 
Campus 

By Shupeng Li  

On February the 24th, the Chinese Calligraphy Reception was held in Coburn Gallery, 
Worner Center. Art History Professor Tamara Bentley gave an introduction to calligra-
phy, an ancient form of art which has been practiced for more than two thousand years 
since Shang Dynasty in China. The work exhibited in Coburn was mainly created by 
students from the calligraphy adjunct instructed by Professor Harrison Tu. This course 
starts every Tuesday afternoon from 3:30 to 5:00pm. Harrison’s pieces of works were 
shown in the exhibition as well. 

Also, during the reception, students from calligraphy class showed the visitors how to 
write Chinese characters as well as paint bamboo and orchid, both of which were highly 
appraised among well-educated people in old China. The painting skills seem quite easy 
and a simple piece of work can be finished within no more than two minutes for a per-
son who had a little experience, however it takes quite much practice  
and effort to become a real master. Some of the visitors tried to create  
their first piece of Chinese calligraphy or painting ever at the reception  
as brushes, ink, and practice paper were provided. 

CC Club & Events Page 

South Asian  

Film Festival 

By Katie Senn 

 I recently had a chance to attend a showing of one of the films in 

the two-day Travelling Film South Asia series held on February 26-27.  

The festival was interesting in that it was one of very few opportunities to 

see these documentaries outside of Asia.  I sat in on the film “Mayomi,” 

about a Sri Lankan woman in an extremely difficult situation after losing 

her house to the 2004 tsunami.  This was further complicated by the loss 

of her mother and her husband to the tsunami and the Tamil Tigers, re-

spectively, but even that did not describe the extent of her problems.  She 

was also responsible for the care of her handicapped father, her brother, 

and her brother’s son when the child’s mother abandoned him.  Despite 

these obstacles, Mayomi worked hard in the face of a situation that might not neces-

sarily improve.  The value in watching films like this cannot be overstated—living 

our lives in Colorado Springs for about eight months of every year, the effects of 

poverty are not as visible as this film showed.  Understanding the world in its diver-

sity is an integral part of our education as liberal arts students.  An opportunity to 

develop compassion is a golden one.  I am grateful that we were able to host the 

film series and enrich the lives of all the students who visited. 
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On Study Abroad 

Study Abroad Hopes 

By Katie Senn 

Next year, I intend to study abroad at Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan for an academic 

year.  This will be the first time that I’ve studied abroad, and also the first time I will be 

able to go to Japan.  Things have been complicated because of the earthquake, but I re-

main hopeful that I will be able to attend the program despite this.  I’m looking forward 

to the chance to experience life in a different culture.  I’m an only child, so I’m hoping 

that I will have a chance to have siblings through my homestay for the first time in my 

life.  The program that Waseda offers in terms of classes will give me an interesting op-

portunity to experience life on the semester system, which I’m told is much slower than 

the Block Plan, at least in terms of school.  I look forward to the opportunity to better 

understand what kind of person I am and develop new skills abroad. 

 You Won’t Know Until You Go: Some personal thoughts on Study Abroad 
By Keita Moore 

 As I come up on the anniversary of my return 
from Tokyo, I find myself reflecting my study abroad at 

Waseda University. Even though there were some ex-
tremely difficult times, as a senior graduating in three 

months, it would not be an understatement to say that my 
time abroad was extremely precious, and is an experience 

that remains with me.  

 Perhaps above all else, I truly enjoyed just living 
in Tokyo. I have come to miss going out to my neighbor-
hood bars, hanging out with friends in Shinjuku, or just 
quietly contemplating life at a temple. Everyday, whenev-
er I left my apartment, communicating in a language that 
is not my own and I am not particularly good at was diffi-
cult, because it was a challenge I grew as a person. I re-
main thankful that I was able to have this experience.  

 Moreover, I came to feel that Tokyo’s atmos-
phere fits me better than anywhere else. However, this is 
not to say that the residents of Tokyo are particularly nice, 
or they really accepted me. In fact, within Japan, saying 
you are from Tokyo carries an image of undeserved pride, 
impatience, and just general coldness towards life. So why, 
then, would a relatively friendly person like myself be so 
drawn to the city?   

 This is a question I haven’t concretely found the 
answer to. But, in order to find the answer, I have decided to go back to Tokyo.  

 And it is not just me who feels like this. Many of the members of my study abroad program are also thinking about going 
back. Thanks to my time abroad, I have come to understand that my future, at least presently, lies in Tokyo. For a senior who is 
unsure of what I will be doing after graduation, even knowing only a little bit of the way forward is really great.  

 Therefore, I wish to say something to the rising sophomores and juniors. I would like to encourage you to study abroad. It 
can be a fun experience, and for others, like me, it may also be a life-changing one.  

But you can never know until you go.  




