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AbVWUacW

On Whe YeU\ fiUVW MRnda\ Rf m\ fiUVW \eaU aW CRlRUadR CRllege, I had made SlanV WR

aXdiWiRn fRU a VWXdenW band called FURg. ThiV ZRXld be Whe fiUVW band I had eYeU jRined,

cXlminaWing in an albXm UeleaVe and an eaVW cRaVW WRXU in Whe VXmmeU Rf 2018. AfWeU WhaW, iW ZaV

AUc TUiS, PaUenWV, PXblic Indecenc\, WRUm WeaWheU, BRngR SalRRn, and nRZ HRVW BRd\. Each

SURjecW haV been an RSSRUWXniW\ WR deYelRS m\ mXVicianVhiS, e[SRVing me WR neZ mXVicianV,

genUeV, and geneUal life e[SeUienceV. AfWeU COVID-19 deVWUR\ed Whe ZRUldZide mXVic Vcene,

Sla\ing ZiWh RWheU mXVicianV became a healWh UiVk. M\ UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh dUXmming ZaV SaUWiall\

fUacWXUed, and aV mRVW SeRSle can SURbabl\ UelaWe²I felW mRUe VWagnanW Whan eYeU. DeVSiWe WhiV, I

cRnWinXed WR SUacWice and e[SlRUe m\ ideaV RXWVide Rf a band cRnWe[W; cRnVeTXenWl\, WhiV eYRlYed

inWR a deViUe WR cUeaWe mXVic WhaW ZaV UeSUeVenWaWiYe Rf m\ RZn abiliWieV and inWeUeVWV. AURXnd

WhiV Vame Wime, I began diVcXVVing Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf cUeaWing a Vmall dXR SURjecW ZiWh EYan

HiUVhRUn. We bRWh ZanWed WR cUeaWe VRmeWhing UeSUeVenWaWiYe Rf RXU mXVical abiliWieV;

fXUWheUmRUe, Ze ZanWed WR cUeaWe VRmeWhing WhaW VRXnded SURfeVViRnall\ mi[ed and maVWeUed.

The inWenWiRn ZaV WR cUeaWe an aXdiWRU\ UpVXmp, Zhich Ze can VhaUe aV SURRf Rf RXU abiliWieV

Zhen Ze¶Ue WU\ing WR geW gigV in Whe mXVic indXVWU\. TheVe RbjecWiYeV laid Whe fRXndaWiRn fRU

fRUmXlaWing m\ caSVWRne SURjecW, Zhich haV flRXUiVhed inWR a cRllecWiRn Rf VRngV WhaW Ze aUe bRWh

e[WUemel\ SURXd Rf.

ThURXghRXW Whe ZUiWing SURceVV, Ze bRWh dUeZ inVSiUaWiRn fURm YaUiRXV aUWiVWV WR cRmSRVe

RXU indiYidXal SaUWV. ThiV allRZed me WR digeVW m\ ZUiWWen dUXm SaUWV fURm an anal\Wical

SeUVSecWiYe, dUaZing cRnnecWiRnV WR VSecific aUWiVWV, SaWWeUnV, ShUaVingV, and RWheU ideaV. ThiV

e[SlRUaWiRn inWR bURadeU SeUcXVViYe elemenWV WUanVfRUmed inWR a cRncenWUaWed inWeUeVW in

AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn. I ZanWed WR e[amine Whe deYelRSmenW Rf SeUcXVViRn WhURXghRXW
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AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic, define iWV chaUacWeUiVWicV, and deWeUmine if an\Whing I had cUeaWed VhaUed

VimilaUiWieV ZiWh AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn. E[SlRUing WheVe VRnic elemenWV Rf AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic

begged Whe TXeVWiRn²dReV AfURfXWXUiVW aUW UeTXiUe a YiVXal cRmSRnenW? ThURXghRXW WhiV SaSeU, I

Zill aWWemSW WR anVZeU WhiV TXeVWiRn b\ anal\]ing Whe SeUcXVViYe ideaV Rf WhUee AfURfXWXUiVW

albXmV, diVVecWing SeUcXVViYe ideaV ZiWhin m\ RZn SURjecW, and bUinging bRWh inWR cRnYeUVaWiRn

ZiWh Rne anRWheU. ThiV Zill helS deWeUmine ZheWheU RU nRW AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn can be

cRncUeWel\ defined, and if VRXnd alRne can cRmmXnicaWe AfURfXWXUiVW aeVWheWicV.

Anal\ViV PaUW I - AfURfXWXUiVW PeUcXVViRn

InWURdXcWiRn

MaUk DeU\ ZaV Rne Rf Whe fiUVW SeRSle WR fRUmall\ aUWicXlaWe AfURfXWXUiVm ZiWhin Whe

Uealm Rf higheU edXcaWiRn, XVing Whe WeUm in hiV 1994 eVVa\ ³Black WR Whe FXWXUe´ (KeWWle). In WhiV

eVVa\, he defineV AfURfXWXUiVm ³WR deVcUibe a flXUU\ Rf anal\ViV fXeled b\ Vci-fi-lRYing Black

cRllege VWXdenWV and aUWiVWV ZhR ZeUe SaVViRnaWel\ UefUaming diVcXVViRnV abRXW aUW and VRcial

change WhURXgh Whe lenV Rf Vcience and WechnRlRg\´ (WRmack 16). I ZRXld aUgXe WhaW aUW iV Whe

SUimaU\ fRcXV Rf mRdeUn-da\ AfURfXWXUiVm, bXW iWV cRmmenWaU\ imSlieV VRcial change WhURXgh a

UeinWeUSUeWaWiRn Rf Vcience and WechnRlRg\. The UeaVRn I make WhiV diVWincWiRn iV becaXVe iW ZRXld

be Xnlikel\ fRU AfURfXWXUiVW diVcXVViRn WR cenWeU aURXnd iVVXeV Rf diYeUViW\ ZiWhin

Vcience/Wech-UelaWed indXVWUieV.

ThiV AfURfXWXUiVW UeinWeUSUeWaWiRn Rf Vcience and WechnRlRg\ iV SUeVenWed in a nXmbeU Rf

Za\V; fRU inVWance, VRme aVVRciaWe AfURfXWXUiVm ZiWh ficWiRnal WimelineV WhaW e[SlRUe immenVe

AfUican WechnRlRgical deYelRSmenW aV a UeVXlW Rf nR EXURSean inWeUfeUence. OWheUV aSSURach

AfURfXWXUiVm aV a meanV Rf e[SlRUing a VRciall\ SeUfecW fXWXUe, in Zhich hXmaniW\ haV embUaced
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iWV diffeUenceV and flRXUiVhed inWR an adYanced ciYili]aWiRn WhURXgh a Xnified effRUW. Then WheUe

aUe RWheU AfURfXWXUiVWV ZhR e[SlRUe ideaV Rf inWeU-SlaneWaU\ libeUaWiRn, RU Whe libeUaWiRn Rf BlackV

WhURXgh Whe AfUican cRlRni]aWiRn Rf anRWheU SlaneW²SUeVXmabl\ in a gala[\ faU, faU aZa\. ThiV

UefeUence bUingV me WR mRdeUn da\ diVcXVViRnV Rf AfURfXWXUiVm, in Zhich VRcial cRmmenWaU\ and

UeinWeUSUeWaWiRnV Rf Vcience and WechnRlRg\ aUe aSSURached WhURXgh Whe lenV Rf aUW; VSecificall\,

Whe Vcience-ficWiRn genUe in film, liWeUaWXUe, mXVic, SReWU\, dance, RU an\Whing WhaW UeTXiUeV

cUeaWiYiW\ and imaginaWiRn.

I¶m SUeVenWing all WhiV infRUmaWiRn aV a meanV Rf SUefacing m\ hiVWRU\ ZiWh WhiV WRSic.

YWaVha WRmack aUgXeV WhaW VimSl\ UecRgni]ing Whe lack Rf diYeUViW\ in Whe RUiginal SWaU WaUV

WUilRg\ ZRXld make \RX VRmeZhaW Rf an AfURfXWXUiVW (WRmack 7). In WhiV caVe, SeUhaSV

AfURfXWXUiVm UeYRlYeV aURXnd Whe aSSURach Rf Vci-fi genUeV and Whe XWili]aWiRn Rf WhiV genUe WR

SURYRke VRcial change. A gUeaW e[amSle Rf WhiV iV SWaU TUHN, Zhich iV infamRXV fRU iWV VRcial

cRmmenWaU\. I¶d aUgXe WhaW m\ inWURdXcWiRn WR AfURfXWXUiVm began ZiWh Whe e[SRVXUe WR Vci-fi

VeUieV VXch aV SWaU TUHN, aV Zell aV RWheU famRXV ZRUkV like BOaFN PaQWKHU and SWaU WaUV. While

I didn¶W Ueali]e iW aW Whe Wime, I ZaV being e[SRVed WR AfURfXWXUiVm RXWVide Rf a mXVical cRnWe[W.

AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic ZaV fRUeign WR me befRUe I VWaUWed liVWening WR EU\kah BadX and

OXWkaVW. The\ VeUYed aV Whe caWal\VWV WR inWURdXce me WR aUWiVWV like Janelle MRnae, PaUliamenW

FXnkadelic, Fl\ing LRWXV, BRRWV\ CRllinV, and SXn Ra. ThiV iV Zhen I began WR Vee Whe deeS URRWV

Rf WhiV cXlWXUal aeVWheWic, aV I had neYeU Ueall\ XndeUVWRRd AfURfXWXUiVm RXWVide Rf YiVXal

media²deVSiWe Whe facW iW laUgel\ RUiginaWed in Whe laWe 1960V/eaUl\ 1970V ja]] Vcene. IW ZaV cleaU

WR me WhaW AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic VSanned a diYeUVe aUUa\ Rf genUeV, fURm ja]] all Whe Za\ WR SRS.

ThiV diYeUViW\ iV ZhaW made iW a faVcinaWing WRSic WR aSSURach in Whe fiUVW Slace. I URRWed m\ VWXd\

inWR AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn ZiWhin Whe cRnWe[W Rf WhUee AfURfXWXUiVW albXmV. TheVe albXmV aUe
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SSaFH IV WKH POaFH b\ SXn Ra, BaGXL]P b\ EU\kah BadX, and 1983 b\ Fl\ing

LRWXV²UeVSecWiYel\ UeleaVed in 1973, 1997, and 2006. TheVe WhUee albXmV aUe all UecRgni]ed aV

AfURfXWXUiVW dXe WR WheiU inflXence Rn Whe mRYemenW, WheiU aeVWheWicV, and WheiU cRmmenWaU\ Rn

iVVXeV Rf Uacial injXVWice.

SSace IV Whe Place (1973)

AfURfXWXUiVm iV mRVW cRmmRnl\ aVVRciaWed ZiWh YiVXal aeVWheWicV, bXW iWV RUiginal

cRnceSWiRn began in Whe 1950V ChicagR ja]] Vcene. IW ZaV abRXW WhiV Wime WhaW SXn Ra began

fRUmXlaWing hiV RZn cRmmenWaU\ Rn Uacial injXVWice, Zhich ZRXldn¶W be SUeVenWed XnWil Whe laWe

1960V. He laid Whe fRXndaWiRnal aeVWheWicV and ShilRVRSh\ Rf Whe mRYemenW, ³landing´ Rn EaUWh

in 1969 WR deliYeU a meVVage Rf inWeUgalacWic libeUaWiRn (NeZman). HiV 1973 albXm ³SSace IV Whe

Place´ iV UecRgni]ed aV a cRUneUVWRne AfURfXWXUiVW albXm, SURmRWing Whe nRWiRn Rf eVcaSing EaUWh

WR cRlRni]e a neZ SlaneW fUee fURm RSSUeVViRn. SXn Ra¶V meWhRd Rf WUanVSRUWaWiRn ZaV mXVic

iWVelf, meaning WhaW an\Rne ZhR liVWened WR hiV mXVic ZRXld be WUanVSRUWed WR hiV neZ

cRlRn\²SURYiding a Sh\Vical libeUaWiRn WhURXgh mXVic. ThiV ma\ VXggeVW WhaW he belieYed mXVic

cRXld be a fRUm Rf libeUaWiRn, albeiW menWal RU VSiUiWXal aV RSSRVed WR Sh\Vical. ThiV libeUaWiRn

ma\ be accRmSliVhed b\ RSSRVing Whe RSSUeVViRn Rf Black bRdieV WhURXgh Whe VhameleVV

e[SUeVViRn Rf Black jR\. ThiV iV an imSRUWanW aVSecW Rf AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic and Black SURWeVW

mXVic in geneUal: Whe emSRZeUmenW Rf Black SeRSle WhURXgh XnificaWiRn, jR\, and Whe cRnWinXed

fighW fRU WUXe libeUaWiRn.

The dUXmmeU Rn WhiV albXm iV Le[ HXmShUieV, ZhR iV knRZn fRU Sla\ing ZiWh RWheU

Zell-knRZn ja]] aUWiVWV like JRhn CRlWUane, McCR\ T\neU, Di]]\ GilleSVie, and YXVef LaWeef.

MXch Rf Whe dUXmming Rn Whe albXm iV indiVWingXiVhable fURm WUadiWiRnal ja]] dUXmming. On
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mRVW WUackV, he XVeV a mRdified YeUViRn Rf Whe claVVic ja]] Uide SaWWeUn. In VZing mXVic, WhiV

SaWWeUn iV ZUiWWen aV deSicWed in figXUe 1; hRZeYeU, iW iV Sla\ed in a WUiSleW feel aV deSicWed in

figXUe 2. Le[ HXmShUieV mRdifieV WhiV SaWWeUn b\ keeSing Whe TXaUWeU nRWe VWead\, and adding in

Whe VZXng eighWh nRWe ZheneYeU he feelV like iW²aV RSSRVed WR VWUicWl\ Sla\ing Whe VZXng eighWh

nRWe Rn Whe ³and´ Rf 2 and 4. ThiV addV mRUe liYelineVV and VSace WR Whe Uide c\mbal, Zhile

SURYiding fUeedRm fRU Whe SeUfRUmeU WR e[SlRUe. The idea Rf Sla\ing VZXng iV an imSRUWanW

cRnceSW in ja]] WhaW inflXenced laWeU deYelRSmenWV in AfURfXWXUiVW dUXmming. ThiV Zill be

diVcXVVed laWeU in Whe SaSeU.

FLJXUH 1

SRXUce: VaaUWVWUa, BUenW. FLJXUH 1. 2017. LHaUQ Ja]] SWaQGaUGV.

hWWSV://ZZZ.leaUnja]]VWandaUdV.cRm/ZS-cRnWenW/XSlRadV/2017/02/Ja]]Ride-8V-300[116.jSg

FLJXUH 2

SRXUce: VaaUWVWUa, BUenW. FLJXUH 2. 2017. LHaUQ Ja]] SWaQGaUGV.

hWWSV://ZZZ.leaUnja]]VWandaUdV.cRm/ZS-cRnWenW/XSlRadV/2017/02/24-ja]]-Uide.jSg

The nRWeZRUWh\ Uh\Whmic cRmSle[iWieV in WhiV albXm aUe Ueall\ embedded ZiWhin Whe UeVW

Rf Whe inVWUXmenWaWiRn. RighW Rff Whe baW dXUing Whe WiWle WUack, liVWeneUV aUe WhURZn inWR a
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WUadiWiRnal VZing feel befRUe Whe YRcalV enWeU. The line ³VSace iV Whe Slace´ iV chanWed WhURXghRXW

Whe VRng, cemenWing Whe YRcalV in 4/4. TheUe iV a diVWincW call and UeVSRnVe beWZeen a nXmbeU Rf

YRcaliVWV, Zhich iV an e[WUemel\ cRmmRn Wheme in WUadiWiRnal AfUican dUXmming. The UigidiW\ in

Whe YRcalV iV imSRUWanW aURXnd Whe 5 minXWe maUk, Zhen Whe baVV and WUXmSeW begin WR Sla\ in

5/4. DXUing WhiV SaUW, Whe cRnViVWenc\ Rf Whe YRcalV keeS eYeU\Whing lRcked WRgeWheU Zhile Whe

baVV and WUXmSeW e[SlRUe a diffeUenW Wime VignaWXUe. ³DiVciSline 33´ feaWXUeV a VlRZ, VlXggiVh

gURRYe, aV Zell aV lRWV Rf SeUcXVViRn fRU Whe SXUSRVe Rf adding We[WXUe. ThiV iV VRmeWhing Ze

e[SeUimenWed a lRW ZiWh Zhen ZUiWing Whe inWeUlXdeV, aV Ze ZanWed WhRVe WUackV WR be

RSSRUWXniWieV WR e[SlRUe XnfamiliaU SeUcXVViYe inVWUXmenWV. ³Sea Rf SRXnd´ can beVW be deVcUibed

aV a Vea Rf VRXnd. IW¶V a diVVRnanW and chaRWic WXne WhaW incRUSRUaWeV elemenWV Rf fUee ja]].

³RRckeW NXmbeU 9´ UeWXUnV WR Whe all-WRR-familiaU 4/4 ja]] Uide SaWWeUn feel, ZiWh an XUgenW and

hXUUied Sace WhaW VXggeVWV Whe URckeW iV liWeUall\ abRXW WR Wake Rff.

The WUack I Ueall\ ZanW WR fRcXV Rn iV ³ImageV,´ Zhich feaWXUeV a 2:3 SRl\Uh\Whm. ThiV

SRSV XS bUiefl\ in VRme backgURXnd SeUcXVViRn aW Whe 2:00 maUk, bXW aSSeaUV mXch mRUe

SURminenWl\ aURXnd Whe 4:55 maUk in a c\mbal Rf VRme VRUW. I ZRXld lRRVel\ define a SRl\Uh\Whm

aV Whe VimXlWaneRXV RccXUUence Rf Uh\WhmV WhaW VXggeVW diffeUenW Wime VignaWXUeV. TheVe Uh\WhmV

can VWack, SURYiding mXlWiSle SRl\Uh\WhmV ZiWhin a Vingle Wime VignaWXUe. The beVW Za\ WR

cRnceSWXali]e Whe 2:3 SRl\Uh\Whm iV b\ Sla\ing eighWh nRWeV in Rne hand, and eighWh nRWe WUiSleWV

in Whe RWheU. A mnemRnic ShUaVe WR leaUn WhiV iV ³hRW cXS Rf Wea,´ in Zhich Whe ZRUdV ³hRW,´

³cXS,´ and ³Wea´ make XS a cRmSleWe eighWh nRWe WUiSleW. See figXUe 3 fRU Whe mnemRnic deYice

and WUanVcUiSWiRn cRmSRVed Rf eighWh nRWeV and eighWh nRWe WUiSleWV.
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FLJXUH 3

SRXUce: MXVical U Team. FLJXUH 3. 2020. MXVLFaO U.

hWWSV://ZZZ.mXVical-X.cRm/leaUn/making-VenVe-Rf-SRl\Uh\WhmV/

BadXi]P (1997)

JXmSing 24 \eaUV inWR Whe fXWXUe, Ze¶Ue meW ZiWh EU\kah BadX¶V icRnic albXm BaGXL]P.

HeU ZRUk iV RfWen e[WUemel\ UeflecWiYe, WRXching Rn VXbjecWV VXch aV Whe eUaVXUe Rf Black hiVWRU\

and cXlWXUe aV Zell aV Whe UeViVWance againVW RSSUeVViRn WhaW UeinfRUceV WhiV eUaVXUe. She iV Zidel\

UecRgni]ed aV an AfURfXWXUiVW dXe WR heU Vci-fi imageU\ and l\UiciVm, Zhich Vhe beginV e[SlRUing

in heU debXW albXm BaGXL]P. FRU WhiV UecRUd, Vhe UecUXiWed Whe helS Rf QXeVWlRYe, ZhR had gained

nRWRUieW\ dXe WR hiV ZRUk ZiWh The RRRWV beginning in 1993. He¶V Zell knRZn fRU mi[ing ja]]

ZiWh hiS-hRS VW\leV, Zhich iV SURbabl\ ZhaW VSaUked BadX¶V inWeUeVW in UecUXiWing him fRU Whe

SURjecW. He Rnl\ SeUfRUmV Rn Rne WUack, bXW Whe inflXence Rf hiV VRXnd echReV WhURXghRXW Whe

albXm. Since Whe majRUiW\ Rf Whe dUXmming Rn WhiV albXm iV baVed aURXnd VimSle R&B/fXnk

gURRYeV, iW¶V nRW ZRUWh diYing inWR each WUack indiYidXall\; hRZeYeU, ZhaW I ZanW WR Walk abRXW iV

Whe YaUiRXV WRneV WhaW Vhe and QXeVWlRYe ZeUe able WR achieYe in Whe UecRUding SURceVV. TheUe aUe

5 main VRXndV WhaW aUe XVed: Whe baVV dUXm, Whe Uide, Whe hi-haW, Whe cURVV VWick, and Whe UimVhRW.

The baVV dUXm, Uide, and hi-haW aUe all Velf-e[SlanaWRU\, bXW Whe cURVV VWick and UimVhRW UeTXiUe
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mRUe e[SlanaWiRn. BefRUe diVcXVVing hRZ WheVe WRneV aUe cRmbined WR cRnVWUXcW gURRYeV, I¶ll

TXickl\ e[Slain Whe cURVV VWick and UimVhRW.

The fiUVW WUack iV WiWled ³Rim ShRW - InWUR´ aV a UefeUence WR WhiV WechniTXe. IWV imSRUWance

iV immenVe, aV iW VXSSlieV Whe ³cUacking ZhiS´ VRXnd WhaW iV aVVRciaWed ZiWh VWXdiR-TXaliW\ VnaUe

WRneV. IW iV a fXndamenWal cRnceSW in fXnk, URck, SXnk, aV Zell aV an\ genUe WhaW feaWXUeV a

SURminenW VnaUe (e[: diVinclXding WUadiWiRnal ja]]). The VRXnd Rf Whe UimVhRW iV accRmSliVhed b\

VWUiking Whe cenWeU Rf Whe VnaUe ZiWh Whe WiS Rf Whe dUXm VWick, Zhile VimXlWaneRXVl\ VWUiking Whe

Uim Rf Whe VnaUe ZiWh Whe middle Rf Whe VWick.

The cURVV VWick iV mRVW aSSaUenW in laWin VW\leV, R&B gURRYeV, cRXnWU\, and VRfW URck. IW

SURYideV an echRe\ meWallic WRne WhaW¶V SeUfecW Zhen Sla\ing aW a lRZeU d\namic. In R&B

VSecificall\, WhiV WRne iV heaUd in mRUe ³laid-back´ gURRYeV WhaW UeTXiUe feel RYeU WechniTXe. If

\RX ZeUe ViWWing in fURnW Rf a dUXm VeW, When Whe cURVV VWick ZRXld be accRmSliVhed b\ dRing Whe

fRllRZing: WXUn Whe dUXm VWick aURXnd and Slace iW flaW againVW Whe cenWeU Rf Whe VnaUe. PRinW Whe

bXWW Rf Whe dUXm VWick aW 2 R¶clRck and Whe WiS aW 8 R¶clRck, and mRYe Whe WiS abRXW an inch RU WZR

RnWR Whe VnaUe head. LifW Whe VWick fURm Whe UeYeUVed fXlcUXm Zhile la\ing \RXU hand Rn Whe VnaUe,

and dURS Whe bXWW Rf Whe VWick RnWR Whe Uim aW 2 R¶clRck. See figXUeV 4 and 5 fRU a YiVXal UefeUence

Rf Whe UimVhRW and cURVV VWick.

FLJXUH 4
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SRXUce: GeRUge, E]ekiel. FLJXUH 4. 2020. EH]HH DUXP] MXVLF. FaFHERRN.

hWWSV://ZZZ.facebRRk.cRm/103858198008670/SRVWV/Uim-VhRW-Uim-VhRW-iV-Whe-VWURke-meWhRd-WR-h

iW-Uim-Rf-Whe-VnaUe-and-VnaUe-aW-Whe-/137495667978256/

FLJXUH 5

SRXUce: HaUU\. FLJXUH 5. 2019. IPJXU. hWWSV://imgXU.cRm/galleU\/FZeSWEG

In WUackV like ³Rim ShRW - InWUR,´ ³ASSle TUee,´ and ³Ne[W LifeWime,´ Whe beaW iV Sla\ed

Rn Whe hi-haW ZiWh a UimVhRW. The WRneV ZiWh Whe WZR Rf WheVe aUe incUedible²Whe hi-haW iV

SeUfecWl\ cUiVS, Zhile Whe UimVhRW haV WhaW eVVenWial feel Rf a cUacking ZhiS. On Whe RWheU hand,

³On & On´ iV an e[amSle Rf a WUack WhaW XWili]eV Uide and cURVV VWick. The Uide VRXndV VXSeU dU\

heUe, RccXS\ing Whe eighWh nRWeV ZiWh a YeU\ VXbWle Sing²bXW Whe cURVV VWick iV Whe elemenW WhaW

VWealV Whe VhRZ. The WUack RSenV ZiWh a VhRUW baVV dUXm inWUR, fRllRZed b\ an eaUWh VhaWWeUing

cURVV VWick Rn beaW 4²Whe SeUfecW Za\ WR inWURdXce BaGXL]P¶V cURVV VWick fRU Whe fiUVW Wime. IW¶V

baWhed in UeYeUb, lengWhening iWV WRnal dXUaWiRn WR a half-nRWe and filling Whe RUcheVWUaWiRn ZiWh a

ZaUm eaUWhineVV. SRme RWheU WUackV WhaW feaWXUe WhiV cURVV VWick aUe ³OWheU Side Rf Whe Game´ and

³CeUWainl\,´ bXW Whe cURVV VWick iV mRVW SURminenW in ³On & On.´ The cRmSle[iW\ Rf BaGXL]P¶V

VnaUe WRneV Vhine Rn ³4 Leaf ClRYeU´ and ³NR LRYe,´ ZheUe iW¶V SUeWW\ mXch imSRVVible WR Well if
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Whe VnaUe WRne iV a cURVV VWick RU a UimVhRW. RegaUdleVV, Whe RYeUall WRne iV SeUfRUmed ZiWh

XnmaWchable cRnViVWenc\ and a YeU\ deeS SRckeW.

The dUXm WRneV Rn WhiV albXm aUe ama]ing, bXW Whe\¶Ue alVR heaYil\ SURceVVed. ThiV iVn¶W

a bad Whing aW all, bXW iW ZaVn¶W ZhaW I ZaV gRing fRU ZiWh WhiV SURjecW. DeVSiWe WhiV, I ZaV VWill

aiming WR haYe a WighW VnaUe and hi-haW VRXnd WhaW ZaV VRmeZhaW inVSiUed b\ QXeVWlRYe. ThiV

meanW WXning Whe VnaUe Za\ XS WR achieYe a gRRd cUack Rn UimVhRWV, RYeUdXbbing a cRmSleWel\

diffeUenW VnaUe fRU cURVV VWickV, and VZiWching RXW m\ 14-inch hi-haWV fRU miniaWXUe hi-haWV

cRnViVWing Rf WZR 8-inch VSlaVh c\mbalV. UVing VmalleU hi-haWV eliminaWeV a lRW Rf Whe VlRVh\

VRXndV WhaW aUe cRmmRnl\ heaUd in genUeV like URck, SXnk, and meWal, SURYiding a mXch cUiVSeU

and WighWeU VRXnd WhaW feelV mRUe SUeciVe. The UeaVRn I decided WR RYeUdXb m\ cURVV VWick Rn Whe

inWeUlXde fRU VRng 2 iV becaXVe I ZaVn¶W VaWiVfied ZiWh Whe cURVV VWick in Whe RUiginal Wake. I dXg

aURXnd in Whe SeUcXVViRn URRm fRU a Zhile and fRXnd a VnaUe ZiWh a deeSeU Uim, Zhich iV

VRmeZhaW ideal fRU Sla\ing cURVV VWick. AfWeU WXning iW WR an acceSWable VRXnd, Ze UecRUded a Wake

and SURceVVed iW ZiWh cRnYRlXWiRn UeYeUb. The end UeVXlW iVn¶W neaUl\ aV imSacWfXl aV ³On & On,´

bXW ZiWh VRme mRUe WZeaking I Whink iW can geW clRVe.

1983 (2006)

ThiV bUingV XV WR Fl\ing LRWXV¶ debXW albXm 1983. ThiV albXm SUecedeV hiV UecRgniWiRn aV

an AfURfXWXUiVW, bXW WhiV dReVn¶W mean Whe albXm dReVn¶W cRnWain AfURfXWXUiVW WhemeV. He alignV

ZiWh Whe AfURfXWXUiVW SeUVSecWiYe Rf SiRneeUing Whe fXWXUe, Zhich can be e[amined WhURXgh hiV

genUe-bending VW\le WhaW fXVeV analRg and digiWal WechnRlRg\. ThiV XVe Rf WechnRlRg\ WR adYance

Black aUW diUecWl\ cRUUeVSRndV ZiWh Whe AfURfXWXUiVW nRWiRn Rf WechnRlRg\ being XVed WR adYance
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VRcieW\ and Black SURVSeUiW\. ThiV anal\ViV iV YeU\ bUief, aV Fl\ing LRWXV incRUSRUaWeV lRRSV Rf

VimilaU gURRYeV. The UeSeWiWiRn and VW\le beWZeen VRngV dReVn¶W SURYide a lRW WR anal\]e.

The RSening WUack ³1983´ alUead\ SUeVenWV familiaU VRXndV, aV he incRUSRUaWeV

V\nWheVi]eUV WR cUeaWe a VRXndVcaSe WhaW ma\ ceUWainl\ be inWeUSUeWed aV a nRd WR SXn Ra. MRVW Rf

Whe dUXmming can be deVcUibed aV ³J Dilla beaWV,´ Vince J Dilla iV Whe Rne ZhR Ueall\ SiRneeUed

WhiV VW\le Rf SURceVVing, VamSle XVe, and dUXm SURdXcWiRn. We can heaU WhiV Rn WUackV like ³Bad

AcWRUV´ and ³SmR PaXlR,´ ZheUe deTXanWi]aWiRn SURYideV a mRUe hXman-like feel WR Whe elecWURnic

dUXm SURdXcWiRn. While ideaV like WheVe ma\ VRXnd VimSle, Whe\ UeTXiUe diVciSlined Wiming and a

VRlid gUaVS Rn VZing. On ³SmR PaXlR´ in SaUWicXlaU, Whe Wiming UeTXiUed WR SeUfecWl\ land Whe final

kick dUXm Rn Whe ³a Rf 4´ UeTXiUeV a VWURng familiaUiW\ ZiWh Whe inVWUXmenW. DUXmmeUV aUen¶W

Whinking Rf Wiming Zhen Whe\¶Ue Sla\ing VRmeWhing like WhiV, bXW inVWead lRck inWR Whe SXlVe WR

cUeaWe a dela\ed RU heaYil\ VZXng feel. ThiV iV RfWen UefeUUed WR aV Sla\ing ³in Whe SRckeW,´ Zhich

XVXall\ UeTXiUeV all mXVicianV SUeciVel\ inWeUnali]ing Whe SXlVe.

Anal\ViV PaUW II - M\ OZn PeUcXVViRn

CUeaWiYe PURceVV, RecRUding PURceVV, and InflXenceV

ThiV bUingV XV WR Whe anal\ViV Rf RXU RZn VRngV, Zhich cXUUenWl\ cRnViVWV Rf WhUee fXll

VRngV and WZR inWeUlXdeV. The cUeaWiYe SURceVV began in eaUl\ JXne, Zhen EYan and I began

liYing WRgeWheU. We ZRXld Sla\ WRgeWheU caVXall\, Sicking RXW ideaV WhaW caXghW RXU eaU RU

SURYRked a nRWiceable UeacWiRn fURm eiWheU Rf XV. ThiV iV hRZ all Rf Whe VRngV fRU WhiV SURjecW

ZeUe cUeaWed. We fRXnd WhaW Sla\ing WRgeWheU allRZed XV WR e[SlRUe RXU inWeUacWiRnV, inVSiUing

diffeUenW ideaV fURm Whe bRWh Rf XV. ThiV allRZed XV WR la\ Whe fUameZRUk Rf each VRng ZiWh Whe

gXiWaU and baVV, SURYiding a VWUXcWXUe fRU XV WR ZRUk ZiWh. Once a fUameZRUk fRU a VRng ZaV
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SUacWiced WR deaWh, Ze¶d gR in and UecRUd WakeV aW Whe VWXdiR. FURm WheUe Ze cRXld la\eU baVV,

SeUcXVViRn, hRUnV, YRcalV, RU ZhaWeYeU elVe Ze ZanWed.

HaYing acceVV WR Whe PackaUd VWXdiR SURYided XV ZiWh a ZealWh Rf UeVRXUceV WR RbWain

high-TXaliW\ UecRUdingV. I ZaV VeW XS ZiWh Whe dUXm VeW in Whe liYe URRm, Zhile EYan ZaV in Whe

cRnWURl URRm ZiWh hiV gXiWaU. In RUdeU WR keeS a cRnViVWenW VRXnd beWZeen WUackV, Ze XVed Whe

Vame micURShRneV fRU eYeU\ Wake. The gXiWaU ZaV amSlified WhURXgh a FendeU CXVWRm DelX[e

and mic¶d ZiWh a ShXUe SM57 and an AKG C414. I VeWWled Rn XVing SM57V fRU Whe UeVRnanW head

Rf Whe VnaUe, Whe Uack WRm, and Whe flRRU WRm. On Whe RWheU hand, Whe baWWeU head Rf Whe VnaUe ZaV

UecRUded ZiWh a SennheiVeU MD 421-II. A ShXUe BeWa 52A ZaV XVed fRU Whe kick, Zhich iV an

indXVWU\ VWandaUd micURShRne fRU Sicking XS WhRVe lRZ-fUeTXenc\ WhXmSV. The laVW micURShRneV

Ze XVed ZeUe WZR RYeUhead SchReSV CRleWWe SeUieV MK4, fRU a WRWal Rf VeYen micURShRneV Rn

Whe dUXmV. The bRngRV, cabaVa, VhakeUV, and VXVSended c\mbal ZeUe all UecRUded ZiWh a C414.

SRme Rf m\ inflXenceV gRing inWR WhiV SURjecW inclXde YXVVef Da\eV, SaUah ThaZeU, MaUk

GXiliana, and JD Beck. YXVVef Da\eV RfWen incRUSRUaWeV a YeU\ faVW \eW SUeciVe Sla\ing VW\le. The

VecRnd WUack fURm m\ caSVWRne SURjecW XVeV Rne Rf hiV VRngV aV a UefeUence, Zhich Zill be

diVcXVVed laWeU. MaUk GXiliana haV been incUedibl\ inflXenWial WR me WhURXghRXW cRllege, and I¶Ye

dUaZn a lRW fURm him Zhen fRcXVing Rn cRmSRViWiRn. He¶V alVR inflXenced me WR Whink abRXW Whe

inWeUVecWiRn beWZeen cRmSRViWiRn and imSURYiVaWiRn, Zhich haV cRnVeTXenWl\ imSacWed Whe Za\ I

VRlR. A lRW Rf Whe lickV I Sla\ dXUing m\ VRlRV, eVSeciall\ Rn Whe hi-haW, aUe laUgel\ inflXenced b\

him. SaUah ThaZeU VSeciali]eV in incRUSRUaWing Wabla Uh\WhmV RnWR Whe dUXm VeW. I WU\ WR

incRUSRUaWe VRme Rf heU ideaV in VRme Rf Whe RYeUdXbbed SeUcXVViRn, alWhRXgh TXiWe

XnVXcceVVfXll\. LaVW, bXW nRW leaVW, iV JD Beck²Whe \RXngeVW dUXmmeU Rf Whe WhUee. He¶V Rnl\ 17

\eaUV Rld bXW haV alUead\ deYelRSed an incUedibl\ XniTXe VRXnd. He¶V Rne Rf m\ neZeVW
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inflXenceV, and b\ WUanVcUiSWing VRme Rf hiV ideaV I¶Ye been able WR ZRUk RXW a lRW Rf neZ lickV

baVed in lineaU Sla\ing. OWheU inflXenceV inclXde dUXmmeUV like Zach Hill, Mike MiWchell, CleRn

EdZaUdV, ElYin JRneV, and mRUe.

BefRUe beginning Whe anal\ViV, I ZanW WR VWUeVV WhaW WheVe WUackV aUe nRW finiVhed. ThiV

SURjecW iV an RngRing endeaYRXU, and a SRliVhed UeleaVe iVn¶W e[SecWed XnWil laWe 2021 RU eaUl\

2022. We anWiciSaWe adding mRUe inVWUXmenWV, geWWing Whe SURjecW SURfeVViRnall\ mi[ed/maVWeUed,

and ZUiWing mRUe VRngV if Wime SeUmiWV. The abVence Rf addiWiRnal inVWUXmenWaWiRn alVR allRZV

fRU a mXch mRUe fRcXVed anal\ViV Rn Whe VkeleWal VWUXcWXUeV WhaW keeS WheVe SieceV WRgeWheU.

Anal\]ing Whe SeUcXVViRn Rn WheVe WUackV Zill helS e[Slain hRZ I aSSURach m\ inVWUXmenW, Zhile

allRZing me WR iVRlaWe VSecific ideaV WhaW can be cRmSaUed WR Whe AfURfXWXUiVW ideaV I¶Ye e[SlRUed.

³TUack One´

The RUiginal gRal Rf Whe SURjecW ZaV WR cUeaWe a fXViRn Rf ja]] and fXnk, bXW Ze VWUa\ed

fURm WhaW RYeUall VRXnd eaUl\ in Whe SURjecW. When Whe fiUVW WUack ZaV cUeaWed, Ze ZeUe VWill

adheUing WR WhiV Wheme²Zhich iV Zh\ a lRW Rf ja]] ideaV aUe SUeVenW. ThiV WUack feaWXUeV an

ABCABCAABBCD fRUm. MXch Rf Whe dUXm cRmSRViWiRn iV WUadiWiRnall\ ja]]\, Zhich iV

accRmSliVhed WhURXgh a dRminaWing Uide SaWWeUn, nR backbeaW Rn Whe VnaUe fRU Whe majRUiW\ Rf Whe

VRng, and Whe incRUSRUaWiRn Rf WUadiWiRnal ja]] lickV.

The A VecWiRn iV in 5/8, Zhich I inWeUnali]e WhURXgh Whe Uide SaWWeUn I¶m Sla\ing . The B

VecWiRn VZiWcheV inWR 6/8, SURYiding a mRUe naWXUal Wime VignaWXUe. The fiUVW Wime WhURXgh Whe B

VecWiRn I dRn¶W Sla\ a backbeaW WR mainWain a ja]]\ feel, bXW fRU Whe UeVW Rf Whe VRng I add a

backbeaW WR mRUSh Whe feel inWR a VlRZ URck VhXffle. The C VecWiRn UeWXUnV WR 5/8 ZiWh a cRllecWiRn

Rf Uh\Whmic hiWV WhaW bRRVW Whe inWenViW\ leading inWR Whe UeSeaW. M\ d\namicV delibeUaWel\
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cUeVcendR WhURXghRXW Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe enWiUe cRmSRViWiRn. The fiUVW ABC iV TXieW, Whe VecRnd iV

VlighWl\ lRXdeU, and Whe AABBC iV YeU\ lRXd. The AA iV ZheUe m\ VRlR iV, Zhich I¶ll Walk a liWWle

biW abRXW.

The VRlR iV jaUUing aW fiUVW, dXe WR Whe immediaWe deSaUWXUe fURm Whe WUiSleW baVed VZing

feel. DeSaUWing fURm Whe VZing feel and Sla\ing ³VWUaighW´ iV ZhaW makeV m\ VRlR immediaWel\

VWand RXW. AnRWheU Za\ Rf deVcUibing WhiV iV WhaW VZing feel cRUUeVSRndV WR WUiSleWV, Zhile VWUaighW

feel cRUUeVSRndV WR baVic gURXSingV Rf TXaUWeU, eighWh, Vi[WeenWh, and WhiUW\-VecRnd nRWeV. ThiV iV

a cRmmRn idea XVed b\ MaUk GXiliana, bXW he¶V SeUfecWed WhiV cRnceSW WR a mXch mRUe

imSUeVViYe degUee. The RWheU VecWiRn WhaW VWandV RXW iV Zhen I lRZeU m\ d\namicV and Sla\ Rn

Whe flRRU WRm. LRZeUing \RXU d\namicV in a VRlR iV cUXcial fRU gUabbing Whe liVWeneU¶V aWWenWiRn,

eVSeciall\ in VXch a d\namic inVWUXmenW like Whe dUXmV. IW¶V a claVVic WechniTXe in dUXm VRlRV and

I Whink iW ZRUked Ueall\ Zell Rn WhiV Wake.

³TUack TZR´

The ne[W WUack¶V dUXm SaUW ZaV heaYil\ inVSiUed b\ YXVVef Da\eV. EaUlieU in hiV caUeeU, he

Weamed XS ZiWh BUiWiVh ke\bRaUdiVW Kamaal WilliamV WR SURdXce Whe SURjecW BOaFN FRFXV XndeU

Whe name YXVVef Kamaal. Like I Vaid eaUlieU, Da\eV¶ Sla\ing VW\le incRUSRUaWeV a YeU\ faVW and

SUeciVe meWhRd WhaW blendV fXnk, ja]], elecWURnic elemenWV, ZRUld mXVic, and mRUe. The main

dUXm SaUW fRU WhiV cRmSRViWiRn ZaV a delibeUaWe effRUW WR mimic hiV VW\le. While Whe dUXm SaUW

ma\ VRXnd mRUe cRmSlicaWed Whan Whe SUeYiRXV WUack dXe WR Whe VSeed, iW¶V acWXall\ mXch VimSleU

fRU a nXmbeU Rf UeaVRnV. FRU Rne, Whe enWiUe Whing iV in 4/4. M\ UighW hand iV alVR VimSl\ Sla\ing

VWUaighW eighWh nRWeV, VR I dRn¶W need WR Whink abRXW m\ UighW hand aW all. The VRmeZhaW difficXlW

SaUW iV Whe inWeUSla\ beWZeen Whe baVV dUXm and Whe VnaUe, aV Zell aV Whe accenWV. I¶m nRW SXWWing a
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lRW Rf WhRXghW inWR iW Zhen I¶m acWXall\ Sla\ing, aV VimSl\ XndeUVWanding ZheUe Whe accenWV aUe iV

enRXgh WR keeS Whe main gURRYe in UefeUence.

The RWheU gURRYe I XVe SRSV XS in Whe B VecWiRn. The eaVieVW Za\ WR deVcUibe WhiV gURRYe

iV b\ labeling Whe RYeUall Wime VignaWXUe in 4/4, Zhile VWaWing WhaW m\ UighW fRRW and lefW hand aUe

Sla\ing a UeSeaWing SaWWeUn in 3/16. When all Rf WhaW iV SXW WRgeWheU, m\ UighW hand iV Sla\ing

VWUaighW eighWhV Rn Whe Uide, m\ lefW fRRW iV Sla\ing Whe XSbeaWV Rn Whe hi-haW, and m\ UighW fRRW

and lefW hand aUe Sla\ing Whe SaWWeUn KLL (kick, lefW, lefW/kick, VnaUe, VnaUe) in 3/16. The Rnl\

RWheU nRWeZRUWh\ Whing in WhiV WUack, beVideV m\ VRlR, iV a dURS inWR half-Wime WhaW RccXUV aW Whe

YeU\ end.

ThiV VRlR ZaV heaYil\ inVSiUed b\ dUXm and baVV VW\leV Rf Sla\ing, Zhich dUXmmeUV like

LRXiV CRle, MaUk GXiliana, and JRjR Ma\eU aUe all cUediWed fRU SiRneeUing. DUXm and baVV

cRnViVWV Rf VSRUadic inWeUSla\ beWZeen Whe UighW hand, lefW hand, and UighW fRRW. In m\ VRlR, I¶m

mRVWl\ Sla\ing VWUaighW eighWhV Rn Whe hi-haW Zhile mi[ing in UandRm gURXSingV Rf WZR

cRnVecXWiYe Vi[WeenWh nRWeV. A lRW Rf dUXm and baVV UelieV Rn Sla\ing eighWh nRWeV ZiWh Whe UighW

hand Rn Whe hi-haW, Zhile XVing lineaU Vi[WeenWh-nRWe cRmSing beWZeen Whe VnaUe and kick dUXm.

TheUe¶V alVR a lRW Rf Ueliance Rn Whe inWenViW\ Rf Whe kick dUXm, Zhich fUeTXenWl\ Sla\V dRXble

VWURkeV in WhiV VW\le.

³TUack ThUee´

The final VRng I¶ll be WRXching Rn haV Rne Rf m\ faYRXUiWe dUXm SaUWV, laUgel\ dXe WR Whe

VWUicW dUXm cRmSRViWiRn and XnfRUgiYing Uh\Whmic changeV. The VRng iV in 6/8 fRU iWV enWiUeW\, bXW

I dR a lRW Rf WhingV in an effRUW WR fRUce Whe liVWeneU inWR SeUceiYing a diffeUenW Wime VignaWXUe. The

VRng beginV ZiWh Whe Uide and hi-haW Rnl\²nR gXiWaU, baVV, RU an\ RWheU inVWUXmenWaWiRn. I Sla\
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WZR baUV Rf 6/8 b\ m\Velf, and When me and EYan enWeU WRgeWheU Rn Whe WhiUd meaVXUe. TheUe iV a

liWWle biW Rf meWUic WUickeU\ in WhiV inWUR. The VRng iV in 6/8, bXW I¶m Sla\ing a WUadiWiRnal 4/4 ja]]

Uide SaWWeUn WhaW iV inWeUSUeWed aV 4/8 WR Whe XninfRUmed. While me and EYan heaU Whe fiUVW WZR

baUV aV 12 eighWh nRWeV diYided inWR WZR meaVXUeV Rf 6/8, Whe liVWeneUV ma\ heaU WhiV aV 12 eighWh

nRWeV diYided inWR WhUee meaVXUeV Rf 4/8. Since WheUe aUe nR RWheU Uh\WhmV WR helS cRnceSWXali]e

Whe VRng in 8, WhiV WUickV Whe liVWeneU inWR Whinking WhaW Whe\ aUe VimSl\ heaUing a UegXlaU 4/4 ja]]

Uide SaWWeUn.

TheUe¶V a lRW Rf RWheU VWXff gRing Rn WhURXghRXW Whe VRng, bXW ZhaW I ZanW WR fRcXV Rn iV a

familiaU idea I incRUSRUaWed in Whe B VecWiRn. DXUing WhiV VecWiRn, Whe VRng VeemV WR abUXSWl\

VZiWch beWZeen 6/8 and 4/4. ThiV iV accRmSliVhed WhURXgh Whe 2:3 SRl\Uh\Whm WhaW ZaV anal\]ed

fURm SSaFH IV WKH POaFH. The Rnl\ diffeUence iV WhaW in RXU VRng, Whe 2 iV Whe hRme Wime VignaWXUe

aV RSSRVed WR Whe 3. TR claUif\²in ³ImageV´ Whe hRme Wime VignaWXUe iV 4/4 and Whe SRl\Uh\Whm

VXggeVWV 6/8 RYeU 4/4. In RXU WUack, Whe hRme Wime VignaWXUe iV 6/8 and Whe SRl\Uh\Whm VXggeVWV

4/4 RYeU 6/8. The\ aUe fXndamenWall\ Whe Vame cRnceSW, jXVW aSSlied in diffeUenW cRnWe[WV. I

e[Wend Whe 2:3 inWR a 4:6 SRl\Uh\Whm; fRU eYeU\ meaVXUe Rf 6/8, I Sla\ 4 eTXidiVWanW beaWV. TR WXUn

WhiV inWR VRmeWhing WhaW VRXndV like iW¶V in 4/4, all WhaW needV WR be added iV an accenWed VnaUe Rn

Whe WhiUd beaW. IW¶V an inWeUeVWing mRmenW and \RX need WR immediaWel\ inWeUnali]e Whe 6/8 SXlVe

aV TXaUWeU nRWe WUiSleWV Sla\ed RYeU 4/4, RWheUZiVe eYeU\Whing becRmeV jXmbled and inaccXUaWe.

The fiUVW meaVXUe Rf figXUe 6 iV Whe fiUVW gURRYe Sla\ed in Whe B VecWiRn WhaW mainWainV 6/8, Zhile

Whe VecRnd meaVXUe Rf figXUe 6 iV Whe VecRnd gURRYe WhaW VXggeVWV 4/4 RYeU 6/8. ThiV iV jXVW a

baVic VkeleWal WUanVcUiSWiRn WhaW lRRVel\ e[SlainV ZhaW I¶m Sla\ing. If WhiV iV in WUeble clef, When

Whe lRZ F iV Whe kick, Whe A iV Whe flRRU WRm, Whe C iV Whe VnaUe, and Whe high G iV Whe hi-haW.
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FLJXUH 6

SRXUce: ThRmaV, Benjamin. FLJXUH 6. 2021. GURRYH SFULEH.

CRnclXViRnV

TheUe aUe cleaUl\ a lRW Rf VimilaUiWieV beWZeen m\ dUXm SaUWV and VRme Rf Whe AfURfXWXUiVW

mXVic I e[amined. IW ZRXld be faiU WR Va\ WhaW m\ dUXm SaUWV ZeUe cUeaWed ZiWh fXndamenWal

ideaV WhaW aUe Whe Vame in AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn. ThiV inclXdeV cRnceSWV VXch aV Sla\ing ZiWh a

VZXng feel, SRl\Uh\WhmV, WRne cRlRU, and a cRmSle[ aSSlicaWiRn Rf baVic UXdimenWV. When iW

cRmeV WR Sla\ing VZXng, Ze Vee WhiV chaUacWeUiVWic inheUiWed fURm SXn Ra¶V fUee-ja]] and

deYelRSed inWR deTXanWi]ed dUXm SURgUamming. In m\ RZn Sla\ing, I incRUSRUaWe VZing

WhURXghRXW m\ WUackV and VRlRV. TheUe iV alVR Whe cRmmRnaliW\ Rf Whe 2:3 SRl\Uh\Whm, aV Zell aV

m\ RZn aWWemSW WR mimic QXeVWlRYe¶V WRne cRlRUV. The cRmSle[ aSSlicaWiRn Rf baVic UXdimenWV

manifeVWV iWVelf in lineaU Sla\ing, Zhich iV incUedibl\ imSRUWanW in fXnk²anRWheU Uh\Whmic idea

inheUiWed fURm an AfURfXWXUiVW SiRneeU, PaUliamenW FXnkadelic.

AfWeU all WhiV haV been Vaid, \RX ma\ be ZRndeUing ZheUe WhiV bUingV XV ZiWhin Whe

diVcXVViRn Rf defining AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn. I ZRXld aUgXe WhaW Whe SeUcXVViYe elemenWV WhaW Wie

WheVe WhUee albXmV WRgeWheU aUe inheUiWed fURm ja]]-VW\leV Rf Sla\ing. ThaW being Vaid, I dRn¶W

Whink WheUe iV a definiWiYe Za\ WR deVcUibe AfURfXWXUiVW SeUcXVViRn and dUXmming in geneUal. The

dUXmming Ze¶Ye heaUd Rn WheVe albXmV fRllRZ Whe SURgUeVViRn Rf dUXm VeW ideaV aV a ZhRle,

UeflecWing deYelRSmenWV in Whe Za\ Whe inVWUXmenW iV Sla\ed. BaVed Rn WheVe albXmV, I ZRXld

aUgXe WhaW AfURfXWXUiVW dUXmming iV nR diffeUenW fURm ja]], hiS-hRS, R&B, and fXnk dUXmming.
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ThiV iV SaUWiall\ dXe WR Whe SRSXlaUiW\ Rf WheVe genUeV amRngVW Black aUWiVWV, bXW AfURfXWXUiVW

dUXmming Zill cRnWinXe WR be Uedefined aV Black aUWiVWV e[SlRUe neZ genUeV and VW\leV Rf

Sla\ing.

ThaW being Vaid, WhaW dReVn¶W mean AfURfXWXUiVW aeVWheWicV cannRW be cRmmXnicaWed

VRnicall\. ThURXgh Whe anal\ViV WhaW I haYe SUeVenWed, iW ZRXld be UeaVRnable WR cRnclXde WhaW

AfURfXWXUiVW ideaV can be cRmmXnicaWed ZiWhRXW a YiVXal cRmSRnenW. In Whe caVe Rf SXn Ra and

Fl\ing LRWXV¶V mXVic, WheVe aeVWheWicV aUe laUgel\ cRmmXnicaWed WhURXgh V\nWheVi]eUV. ThiV

familiaU VRXnd aSSeaUing Rn Fl\ing LRWXV¶ 1983 iV ZhaW linkV iW WR iWV AfURfXWXUiVW URRWV. SXn Ra

iV Whe Rne WhaW can be cUediWed fRU WhiV aVVRciaWiRn, aV hiV cheeV\ Vci-fi V\nWh ZRbbleV cUeaWe an

e[WUaWeUUeVWUial ambiance. HiV V\nWheVi]eUV VRXnd heaYil\ inVSiUed b\ Whe effecWV XVed dXUing Whe

alien¶V aUUiYal in Whe RUiginal 1951 UeleaVe Rf TKH Da\ WKH EaUWK SWRRG SWLOO, VXggeVWing WhaW VRnic

aVVRciaWiRnV Rf cRVmic WhemeV ma\ deUiYe fURm RWheU fRUmV Rf Vci-fi media.

The fUee ja]] elemenWV in SXn Ra¶V ³SSace IV Whe Place´ alVR SUeVenW a deSaUWXUe fURm

WUadiWiRnal WeVWeUn VWUXcWXUe, eVSeciall\ ZiWhin Whe SeUcXVViRn. ThiV cRXld be inWeUSUeWed aV a

meanV Rf AfURfXWXUiVW mXVic cUeaWing neZ Black cXlWXUe WhaW iV VeSaUaWe fURm EXURSean and ZhiWe

inflXence, Zhich iV a WUXl\ AfURfXWXUiVW nRWiRn. In Whe cRnWe[W Rf EU\kah BadX, Ze Vee

AfURfXWXUiVm cRmmXnicaWed WhURXgh l\UiciVm. On Whe WUack ³On & On,´ Vhe Va\V ³The

mRWheUVhiS can¶W VaYe \RX VR \RXU aVV iV gRn¶ geW lefW,´ VeUYing aV a diUecW UefeUence WR

PaUliamenW FXnkadelic (AghRUR 335). L\UicV like WheVe ma\ alVR cRmmXnicaWe EU\kah BadX¶V

iVVXeV ZiWh AfURfXWXUiVW fanWaVieV Rf libeUaWiRn WhURXgh inWeUgalacWic WUanVSRUWaWiRn. FURm heU

SeUVSecWiYe, AfURfXWXUiVm iV imSRUWanW aV a cXlWXUal cUiWiTXe and alWeUnaWe Wimeline WR Whe AfUican

diaVSRUa. IW cannRW, hRZeYeU, VaYe \RX fURm Whe iVVXeV Rf V\VWemic UaciVm WhaW aUe ingUained

ZiWhin VRcieW\, aV Wackling WheVe iVVXeV UeTXiUe mRUe Whan cRmmenWaU\ baVed in Vcience-ficWiRn. I
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ZRXld be inclined WR agUee, bXW I dR nRW Va\ WhaW WR diminiVh Whe imSRUWance Rf AfURfXWXUiVm and

iWV cRmmenWaU\.

While WhiV cRnclXViRn iV VaWiVfacWRU\ fRU anVZeUing m\ RYeUaUching TXeVWiRnV, iW

inWURdXceV a neZ SURblem: if AfURfXWXUiVm iV inVXfficienW fRU enacWing VRcial change, When ZhaW

needV WR haSSen? ThiV iV a mXch mRUe difficXlW TXeVWiRn WR anVZeU, aV iW¶V faiU WR Va\ WhaW

eliminaWing V\VWemic UaciVm UeTXiUeV eliminaWing Whe YeU\ V\VWem iW e[iVWV ZiWhin. ThiV meanV Whe

cRmSleWe diVmanWling Rf caSiWaliVm, Zhich haV been deVigned aV a neZ Za\ WR RSSUeVV BlackV.

FRllRZing Whe EmanciSaWiRn PURclamaWiRn, Whe V\VWemic RSSUeVViRn Rf Black SeRSle haV caUUied

Rn in Whe fRUm Rf Whe cRnYicW leaVing V\VWem, Whe Jim CURZ laZV, Uedlining, Whe ³WaU Rn CUime,´

Whe ³WaU Rn DUXgV,´ maVV-incaUceUaWiRn, and nRZ SRlice bUXWaliW\. TheVe VWUXcWXUeV aUe ZRYen

WRgeWheU VR WighWl\ WhaW Whe\¶Ye UeinfRUced imSliciW UaciVm inheUiWed fURm VlaYeU\, SUeYenWing

meaningfXl SURgUeVViRn in Whe mRYemenW fRU libeUaWiRn.

In RUdeU fRU WheVe iVVXeV WR be SURSeUl\ addUeVVed, WheUe needV WR be an incUeaVed VRcial

cRnVciRXVneVV Rn VRcial injXVWice. ThiV bUingV me back WR AfURfXWXUiVm and iWV abiliW\ WR SURSeUl\

enacW VRcial change. While AfURfXWXUiVm cannRW enacW VRcial change b\ iWVelf, iW haV Whe abiliW\ WR

UaiVe Whe VRcial cRnVciRXVneVV Rn iVVXeV Rf V\VWemic UaciVm. ThiV iV nRW e[clXViYe WR AfURfXWXUiVW

mXVic, aV all mXVic can VeUYe aV a YeVVel WR cRmmXnicaWe a meVVage. AUW VXSSlieV a fUeedRm Rf

e[SUeVViRn WhaW allRZV maUginali]ed indiYidXalV WR YRice WheiU e[SeUience and VSUead meVVageV Rf

injXVWice. KendUick LamaU iV a gUeaW e[amSle Rf an aUWiVW ZhR haV dRne WhiV VXcceVVfXll\, aV hiV

embUacemenW in Whe mainVWUeam mXVic Vcene haV allRZed him WR aSSeal WR maVVeV all RYeU Whe

ZRUld. PeUhaSV Whe glRbal inflXence Rf mXVic nRZ haV Whe abiliW\ WR inVSiUe change in diffeUenW

cRXnWUieV, e[Sanding Whe meVVageV Rf Whe Black libeUaWiRn mRYemenW inWR a gUeaWeU fighW againVW

V\VWemV Rf RSSUeVViRn all RYeU Whe ZRUld.
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